
Acts 5:33 – 6:15 

 
33 When [the Sanhedrin and the High Priest] heard this, they were furious and wanted to 

put [the apostles] to death.34 But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was 

honored by all the people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put 

outside for a little while. 35 Then he addressed the Sanhedrin: “Men of Israel, consider 

carefully what you intend to do to these men. 36 Some time ago Theudas appeared, claiming 

to be somebody, and about four hundred men rallied to him. He was killed, all his followers 

were dispersed, and it all came to nothing.37 After him, Judas the Galilean appeared in the 

days of the census and led a band of people in revolt. He too was killed, and all his followers 

were scattered. 38 Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let 

them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. 39 But if it is from 

God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against 

God.” 40 His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then 

they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 The apostles left 

the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for 

the Name. 42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never 

stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah. 

 
6:1 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews among 

them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in 

the daily distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, 

“It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on 

tables. 3 Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full 

of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4 and will give our 

attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.” 
5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the 

Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a 

convert to Judaism. 6 They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their 

hands on them. 
7 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a 

large number of priests became obedient to the faith. 

 
 
 
 
Historical notes: Gamaliel – An older Rabbi and member of the Sanhedrin. The apostle Paul (who will appear 
shortly in Acts) studied under him. 
Hellenistic and Hebraic Jews – Hellenistic Jews were Jews who were born and raised outside of Jerusalem 
and Judea. They primarily spoke Greek and had adapted to the dress and food of the cultures they grew up 
in. Hebraic Jews were Jews who had been born and raised in Jerusalem and Judea. They primarily spoke 
Aramaic and Hebrew and often considered themselves to be “purer” Jews. All the original apostles were 
Hebraic  
The names of the newly chosen leaders – All seven of them are Greek names, so it’s almost certain they are 
all Hellenistic Jews. 


